Endoscopic manometry of the pancreatic duct and sphincter zone in patients with chronic pancreatitis.
A possible mechanism for pain in alcohol-induced chronic pancreatitis is increased pancreatic duct pressure. A study has been done to compare sphincter of Oddi and pancreatic duct pressures in normal controls and patients with alcohol-induced chronic pancreatitis who had recently had pain or who were pain-free. Pressures were measured in the sphincter of Oddi in 10 controls and 33 patients, in the pancreatic duct in six controls and 15 patients, and in the common bile duct in four controls and five patients during station pull-through at the time of an endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatogram. There was no significant difference in the mean pressures in the pancreatic duct, sphincter of Oddi (basal and phasic), and frequency of papillary contraction when comparing patients with alcoholic pancreatitis and controls. There was also no difference between patients with or without pain and patients with or without strictures. This study has not confirmed the hypothesis that increased pancreatic duct pressures may be incriminated as a possible mechanism of pain in alcoholic-induced chronic pancreatitis.